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In March 1914, in Madrid, where the New Art Company
had played nightly to crowded houses^ Marie received
her first intimation of possible landslides ahead. Pending
the completion of arrangements for a new tour, Boris
had given Marie leave to take a short trip to Grafburg.
On the day prior to her departure, Marie and the Stanins,
as was their custom, were busy in Vronsky's private
room, dealing with confidential papers*
Suddenly their chief entered, with two open cable-
grams. " Congratulate me," he said. " Fve realized
my ambition. The Company's booked for a long
American tour. These cables are from my New York
representative informing me that he's arranging sailings
for us next week. I'm circulating notices that all
leave's cancelled."
Marie's heart sank. Boris's news shattered the
prospect of her excursion to Grafburg. She concealed
her disappointment as best she could, for Vronsky had
been a good friend to her, and a generous employer.
She resolved, however, that when Petrovka was launched
the following autumn, at the Grafburg Symphony
Concerts, she would comply with the wishes of the
Grand Duke, and make her headquarters in his capital,
so as to devote herself to the furtherance of her daughter's
interests. Meanwhile, she tried to console herself with
the thought that her increased salary on the United
States tour would mean substantial additions to her
savings, so laboriously accumulated for Olga's benefit.
Throughout her travels with the New Art Company,
Marie had kept a diary. This journal, however, con-
tained no mention of the triumphs of Damaris the
dancer. Marie's literary efforts were confined to remarks
on the cost of living, and of travelling in the many
European lands she had visited, with supplementary
information about musical taste and concert agencies.
She reflected that she would be able to complete this
book of reference, compiled for Olga's use, by notes oa